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Mao Tse-tung famously said China and the DPRK were “as close as lips and teeth.” Is that 

still the case? Always on the minds of DPRK officials is the goal of having more economic 

(and political?) independence from China. In economic vitality and growth, China has more 

in common with South Korea than with the North. China and the DPRK are an odd couple, 

although they do share the important goal of not wanting a unified Korean Peninsula allied 

with the U.S. The question then is which parts of this complex relationship are in flux and 

how might China and the DPRK look to each other in 10 or 15 years? 
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